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Message From The Chair

This past year has seen many full programs and many happy youth.  As an association we 
have enjoyed a year of stability and growth.  Youth in today’s world are so desperately  
looking for their place and a way to be successful.  O-YA provides them with a place where 
they can explore who they are, what they want to do and how they are going to get there.  

O-YA has once again have much success in our after school program which was full again this 
past year.  The structure of the program changed this year which allowed for guest speakers 
to come in, a healthy snack program and a program director that was there on a daily basis.
We also have seen the Play for your Dinner Program, Cross Country Ski Program and the  
Reading Club take off this past year.  The youth are excited about participating in these events 
and they are full programs.  It was a joy to slide in and see these programs in action.

We also invested more time and energy offering awareness programs for the parents in our 
community.  These have also been well attended.  We look forward to what the future holds 
as we continue to strive to offer the youth in this area an opportunity and a place to thrive, 
be successful and meet their full potential.

In closing, I would like to take the time to thank all the staff and Board members for their tre-
mendous effort, understanding and dedication over the last year. They say it takes a Village 
to Raise a Child, likewise, it truly takes a great team, with dedication and commitment, to be 
part of that ‘Village’ and one of the pivotal steps in helping to ‘raise that child’. O-YA does a 
spectacular job at this and will continue to grow and take the organization to new levels, this 
year, and the years to come. 

 
Nikki Giesbrecht 
Acting Chair, O-YA Board of Directors



About O-YA

O-YA’s Mission

The Mission of the Osgoode Youth Association is to enrich the quality of life for youth ages  
7 - 18 living in Osgoode Ward. We are dedicated to harnessing the immediate and wider  
community in delivering a rich variety of programs and services aimed at prevention,  
education and recreation; supporting young people in their development as successful,  
independent adults and involved citizens.

About O-YA

The Osgoode Youth Association (O-YA) is a non-profit youth centre located in the rural south 
Ottawa Village of Osgoode, Ontario.

Imagine yourself as a young person living in a rural Ontario community. What are you to do 
during those ‘critical hours’ when you’re not at school? If your rural village has little or no  
coffee shops, movie theatre, gym, available jobs, museums, skill building opportunities, 
art galleys or shopping destinations ... and no public transportation to get you to these  
activities ... you might feel quite isolated, and really bored. But, if your rural village is Osgoode, 
you can come to O-YA!

O-YA provides unique, smart and fun programs, services and events for 7 - 18 year olds with 
a focus on healthy lifestyles (healthy eating & nutrition, physical fitness and mental health), 
adventure, education, skill building and community. O-YA’s programs, events and services  
include a Teen Drop In for ages 11 - 18, After School Homework Club, PD Day, Summer & March 
Break Camps for ages 7 - 12, fantastic all ages community events and community building 
fundraisers. O-YA is a safe and welcoming space where rural youth can feel a sense of belong-
ing, enjoy socialization and experience opportunities often available only in suburban and 
urban areas. We also offer a rewarding volunteer experience with fantastic opportunities for 
almost 100 volunteers every year and employ over 10 local young adults as Youth Workers.

The Osgoode Youth Association is a big part of what makes Osgoode a youth friendly place 
to live and raise a family.



Who is O-YA?

Board of Directors

O-YA is governed by a volunteer Board of Directors. In 2011, O-YA’s Board of Directors  
included: Heather Roe (Board Chair), Nikki Giesbrecht (Vice Chair), Vicki Fiander (Treasurer), 
Lisa Racine (Director), Kathy Faris (Director), Theresa Williams (Director), Todd Beavis (Direc-
tor) and Matt Nesrallah (Director).

Executive Director

From January - March of 2011, O-YA’s Executive Director was Jill Woodley. Beginning in March 
of 2011, O-YA’s Executive Director was Nicole McKerracher. Nicole has been with O-YA in 
various capacities since 2008. Nicole’s background includes work as the Creative Director of 
an Advertising Agency, Advertising Agency Account Executive, Research Assistant with the 
RCMP and Immigration Officer. Nicole also owns her own company called Magnolia Design. 
Nicole lives in Osgoode with her husband and 2 young sons who both attend O-YA’s After 
School Homework Club and Summer Camps.

Program Coordinator

O-YA’s Program Coordinator is Sam McCaffery-Roots. Sam has a long history with O-YA;   
starting out as a participant when O-YA first started, then becoming a dedicated volunteer 
and Youth Worker. 

Youth Workers

The face, heart, soul and personality of O-YA - we are so proud of our fantastic Youth  
Workers! In 2011, O-YA employed 12 local young adults as Youth Workers. These Youth  
Workers were: Elliot Blaney, Gavin Nickerson, Alyssa Giampaolo, Grant McGee, Rachel Petrie, 
Natalee Martin, Carley Scharf, Tara Woodley, Patricia Vassilliou, Morgan Tessier, Amanda Co-
gen and Sarah Hamilton.



Volunteers & Partners and Participants

Community Volunteers

In 2011, O-YA was very grateful for the time and talents of 55 volunteers (both 

youth and adults) who contributed over 1,000 hours to our programs and services! 

.

Partner Agencies & Networks

• Rideauwood 
• South Nepean Satellite Community Health Centre
• OWN (Osgoode Ward Network)
• Rural Youth Transportation Working Group
• Osgoode Volunteer Fire Department
• OVCA (Osgoode Village Community Association)
• Ottawa Police Service
• CHEO’s Youth Net Program
• Ottawa City Councillor Doug Thompson

Who Comes to O-YA?

In 2011, 539 unique individuals visited O-YA. On average, each individual 

participant visted O-YA 47 times. More specifically, O-YA had:

• 19 participants registered in our After School Homework Program (12 males and 7  
 females)
• 57 participants join in our Tween Programming such as PD Day, March Break and  
 Summer Camps and Teen Dances (25 males and 32 females)
• 156 participants join in our Teen Drop In programming (74 males and 82 females) 
• Just over 300 participants attended at least one of O-YA’s all ages Community Events  
 such as the TEAMCOOK ‘Goode Run, TEAMCOOK-OFF and Summer Community BBQ  
 party



Funding for O-YA

O-YA’s 2011 Financials

The Osgoode Youth Association had total revenues of $151,743 in 2011, only $500 less than 
generated the previous year.

Three sources of funds provided one half of the total revenues including: United Way at 17.5% 
of funds, 16.8% from the City of Ottawa and O-YA’s own fundraising which generated 16.3%.

Total expenses in 2011 were $152,295, down over $11,500 from 2010, which is largely attrib-
uted to reduced payroll expenses. 

Almost 90% of revenues were spend on programming and salary expenses, and just over 
7% were Centre overhead costs. The remainder (approximately 3.5%) paid for fundraising 
expenses. A small deficit of $560 was covered by cash reserves.

O-YA 2011 Revenue Breakdown



Special Events & Fundraisers

2011 TEAMCOOK ‘Goode Run

2011 was the inaugural year for O-YA’s TEAMCOOK ‘Goode Run fundraising event, and we were all 
very proud of our accomplishments! Over 400 participants registered to run 10k, run 5k or walk/
run 2k on Osgoode’s Multi-Use Path (registration that rivals the participation rates of much larger 
and more established charity runs). The ‘Goode Run’s organizing committee, all volunteers, secured  
several sponsors (including 2 major sponsors; one of which was event namesake TEAMCOOK Royal 
LePage Realty). In all, the ‘Goode Run event raised over $23,000 for O-YA! Lots of great lessons were 
learned this first time around, and the team is excited to implement many additions and improve-
ments to the 2012 ‘Goode Run.

TEAMCOOK-OFF: Best Soup & Fudge Competition

O-YA’s 2nd annual TEAMCOOK-OFF: Best Soup & Fudge competition was lots of fun. 15 enthusiastic 
Village residents submitted their best soups and fudges for judging by celebrity judges Steph ‘The 
Grilling Gourmet’ Legari and local Metcalf Fair Blue Ribbon winner Tracey Nesrallah as well as Village 
residents. Almost 100 community members attended the event, and gave rave reviews. O-YA raised 
almost $1,500 during this event.

Osgoode: Youth Lens Photography Event

On Wednesday, July 27, 2011, O-YA hosted the ‘Osgoode: Youth Lens’ Photography Event for ages 
11 - 18.  Participants learned some great photography tips and tricks, and then joined professional 
photographer Andrea Cardin on a tour of Osgoode to shoot ‘their view’ of Osgoode Village. Back at 
O-YA, they edited the photos and we posted them on O-YA’s website and Facebook page. We had 15 
participants for this event, and great feedback. The pictures were fantastic - and really captured the 
essence of Osgoode Village.
  

Osgoode Family Picnic

On Sunday, August 21, 2011, O-YA (in partnership with the Osgoode Village Community Association; 
OVCA)  hosted  the Osgoode 2011 Summer BBQ party at O-YA. To plan, manage and host this event, 
O-YA youth worked together with volunteer members of OVCA. O-YA youth played an integral role in 
choosing entertainment, creating games and running event activities. The BBQ party was a big suc-
cess, with over 100 guests!



Program Grants in 2011

City of Ottawa; 2011/2012 One Year Non-Renewable Program Funding 
O-YA’s Compass Project

O-YA’s Compass project was based on the fundamental need to encourage leadership skills 
and mental wellness for rural youth in rural south Ottawa. Compass was a unique approach 
to engaging youth in a variety of workshops, conferences, challenges and skill building op-
portunities. There were 4 key aspects to the Compass project: leadership, anti-bullying, men-
tal health & wellness workshops and workshops for the parents of teens.

The outcomes achieved as a result of the Compass project were: an increase in teen leader-
ship skills, an increase in program capacity for O-YA’s Leadership Camp, an increase in the 
awareness and prevention of depression and suicide, an increase in access to social services 
at O-YA, improved access to social services for rual residents, the development of an anti-bul-
lying message and the development of a resource section on O-YA’s website for both yout 
and adults.

Ministry of Health Promotion & Sport; 2011-12 Healthy Communities Fund
O-YA’s Pathway to Health Project

O-YA’s Pathway 2 Health (P2H) project addressed Ministry health promotion priorities of 
physical activty, sport and / or recreation, injury prevention, healthy eating and mental health 
promotion. 

In the physical activity, sport and injury prevention category, O-YA designed, organized and 
ran a comprehensive 10 week Cross Country Ski Program for youth, provided a ‘First Aid on 
the Path’ workshop, ran a ‘Surviving The Everyday’ workshop for Leadership Camp partic-
ipants. In the healthy eating category, O-YA provided 6 monthly Healthy Eating for Teens 
Workshops and 4 monthly Healthy Eating for Adults workshops.  In the mental health promo-
tion cateogry, O-YA hosted a Stress & Depression, Body Image and Making Good Decisions 
workhsops for teens. O-YA’s staff were trained in Non-Violent Crisis Intervention and the  
Canadian Mental Health Association’s ASIST Suicide Intervention training.

Ministry of Health Promotion & Sport; 2010-11 After School Program 
O-YA’s After School Homework Club

As part of Ministry guidelines for funded After School Programs, O-YA was able to provide 
programming aimed at improving the health and wellness of children and youth as part of 
our Homework club. After School programming included aspects of physical activity, healthy 
eating & nutrition ediucation, wellness & personal health and homework studies.
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To learn more about O-YA or our programs, visit www.o-ya.ca
To receive O-YA’s e-newsletter, email a request to: o-yacentre@rogers.com

The Osgoode Youth Association is a big part of what makes 
Osgoode a youth friendly place to live and raise a family!

O-YA is grateful for funding from:


